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What is a PPE?

Arizona Revised Statute Title 16, Chapter 2, Article 4

16-241. Presidential preference election; conduct of election

A. A presidential preference election … to give qualified electors 
the opportunity to express their preference for the presidential 

candidate of the political party indicated as their preference by the 
record of their registration. No other election may appear on the 

same ballot as the presidential preference election.
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PPE versus Primary Election

Presidential Preference Election Primary Election

When? March 17, 2020

1st Tuesday after March 15 in 

Presidential years

August 4, 2020

1st Tuesday in August of even years

Candidates? President ONLY All other partisan races

Some non-partisan municipal races

Voters? Party Registered Voters

Democrats only in 2020

All Registered Voters

“No Party” voters must request a 

partisan ballot

Voter Registration 

Deadline?

February 18, 2020
Moved due to E-29 being a holiday

July 6, 2020
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• Delegates for winning candidates in 
PPE are chosen by Political Party

• Delegates representing AZ attend 
National Party Convention

• Party Nominees are selected at 
corresponding National Convention

Winner of Arizona PPE does not 
necessarily end up on General 

Election Ballot

4Preference not Primary

Democratic National Convention 2016 

Photo: Nick Oza/The Republic

Republican National Convention 2016 

Photo: Nick Oza/The Republic



• Political Parties decide whether or not 
to hold a PPE 

• It is standard for parties with an 
incumbent to opt out of having a PPE

• Governor announced in October which 
parties have opted to hold a PPE

• In 2020, only the Democratic Party is 
holding a PPE
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Photo compilation from Arizona Clean Elections Commission “We the Voters” 



6A note about Candidate Withdrawal…

NO SECOND CHANCE VOTING

If an elector (voter) casts their ballot for a 

candidate, and that candidate then 

chooses to withdrawal from the contest, 

the elector (voter) DOES NOT get to cast 

another ballot for a new candidate.

Find a list of withdrawn candidates:

CandidateList.Maricopa.Vote



ARS§16-231

… to give qualified electors the 
opportunity to express their 

preference for the presidential 
candidate of the political party 
indicated as their preference by 

the record of their 
registration…

Qualified Elector:

• U.S. Citizen

• Over 18 by March 17, 2020

• Resident of Maricopa County

• Registered Democrat

• Registered by February 18, 2020
• Moved due to February 17 (E-29) 

being President’s Day
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• Jurisdictional Elections on March 10, 2020
• Tempe City Council Election

• Chandler Charter Amendment

• All Ballot by Mail Election
• Every eligible voter will receive a ballot by 

mail

• Four Voting Locations will be available

• Watch the Stripe!
• Democrats in these cities who receive their 

ballot by mail will have two ballots

8A note about Tempe & Chandler…

Due on 

March 17



• Insufficient Locations
• Only 60 Locations

• Insufficient Check-in Lanes
• 2 Check-ins Per Location

• Insufficient Equipment Memory
• County voter data exceeded memory

• Two Parties Involved

• Provisional Voting
• Delayed check-in with provisional voters 

in all lines

• No Communications
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• Over 200 voting locations
• 6+ SiteBooks per Location

• Over 1,200 Check-in Stations

• Better Voter Experience
• 7 workers per location

• Dedicated line manager

• 100% in-person training

• Communication Plan
• Roundtable Project

• Paid Advertising

• Website Updates

102020 PPE Plan

ABC15 “Will we see a successful Election” 22 October 2018



• Ovals not Arrows on paper ballots

• Minimizes number of misread or “over vote” rates

• More user friendly accessible voting devices

• Faster Central Tabulators

• Possible Digital Adjudication

11New Ballot, Better Voter Experience

Accessible Voting Device Precinct Tabulator Ballot Instructions

Central Tabulators



Vote by Mail Resources 12

Out of Town in March? 

Get your ballot sent to a 
temporary address!

Request.Maricopa.Vote



Be Ballot Ready… 13



Be Ballot Ready… 14

Phil the Ballot

555 S Vote St



Back To Our Regularly Scheduled Elections…

Primary Election

August 4, 2020

General Election 

November 3, 2020
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Ways to Get Involved 

1. Take a tour of MCTEC:   
tinyurl.com/GetInvolvedMaricopa

2. Become a Deputy Registrar: 
tinyurl.com/DRclass2020

3. Fill out an interest form: 
Getinvolved.Maricopa.Vote
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Stay in touch

fb.com/AdrianFontesMCR
@RecorderFontes & @MaricopaElex
@RecorderFontes
voterinfo@risc.maricopa.gov
(602) 506-1511

Thank you 17


